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M * L ORD, 135 
7 0 U R Lordſhip's Requeſts : are to me 


; always inſtead of Commands; and there- 
fore tho I am very conſcious 1 to my 
ſelf of my Inſufficiency for ſo great a Task, yet 
have choſen rather to be wanting in Regards 
to my ſelf, than in Duty to your Lordſhip. 


The Queſtion your Lordſhip propoles, "Uh. 


What is the Power of Metropolitans over their 
Comprovincial Biſhops ; in Cale of. utmoſt Cen- 
lure. of- Depoſition, is of that Moment, that 1 
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A Letter to a Peer, &c. 
think it might well deſerve the Diſcuſſion, and 


moſt deliberate Determination of our National 
Synod, for I take it to be above the Ordinary 


Juriſdiction, and therefore not within the Dire- 


ction of the Searnte of Appeals, which ſeems to 
me to be confin d to (Cauſes Teſtamentary , 


5 MIO, of Tyrhes, Oblations and Ob- 


is Kind, Are there 4 ion'd © as che l. ar > 


Vince of the State Spiritual. 
For in the Preamble of that Statute the King 
and Parliament declare, that' England is an Em- 


pire, the Body Policick of which. compact of 
All ſorts and Depies of People, is divided in 


Terms, and by Names of Spiritualty and Tem- 
poralty, over All which the King is Supreme 
Head; which Body Spiritual is ſaid (N. 4.) to 


have Power, That ben any Cauſe of the Law 
Divine happend to come in Queſtion, oz of 


Spiritual Learning, that it ſhould be decla- 
red, 1 „and chewed by that Part ok 


the lard Body Polttich calld the Sptritualty, 


now bei au Wine called the Engliſh Church, 
which . has been reputed and found of 


that 2 gelen bath fo Knowledge , Integzity 
and 10 bat cy of Number, it hath been al⸗ 


ht, and is alſo at this Hour at 
ent e and ret of its ſelf, without the tnter- 
Weinen of any exterio? vey 02 Perſons, to 


declare 


AN 


declare and determine All tuch Doubts, and 
to their Rooms Dpirituals doth appertain. 


his own Opinion, and that too muſt be' done, 


that is the only Part of our Reſormation which 


Doctrine, Md her Worſhip p. aud they are. lo, 


defend them againſt all our Adverfarige of has 


—_— 
n 


A Letter to 4 Peer, &c. 3 


to adminiſter Al tuch Offices and Duties as. 


This Method would give your Lordſhip an 
Authentick as well as a Sarisfa&tory Anſwer. Bur a 
private Perſon can only offer the Intimation of 


with the profoundeſt Submiſſion to that Vener- 
able Body. 

The Queſtion concerning Church Authority 
in general is of the more difficult conſideration 
under our preſent Engliſh Eſtabliſhment, becauſe 


was left infiniſſe. Brag tr Heng rig HK 
The Opinion the King 209 pafliatnchr Were 
pleaſed to entertain, and thus graciouſſy expreſs 
of the Ability and lotegriry of the Engliſh Church, 
inducd them to' give her E55 to Reform her 


28 


reform d as to deſerve the Publick Tabl. 


* 


ment of the Civil Government, under the Pro- 


tection of whicli we have been able; andftill:may; 


D FFT 


Party ſoever: But when the Eccleſiaſtical Law 
began to be conſider d, the Uſurpations and 
Encroachments of che! oma Pantificate/ had 
thrown, _ much confuſion into the Body We 
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4 Letter to a n &. 


by Wong in upon the King's Prerogative, the 
Juſtice of his Courts, and the common Liber- 
ties and Priviledges of "ils People, by Exempti- 
ons, Proviſtons, and other Tricks 10 or aggran- 
dizing that Imperious See, that tho it might 
ſeem moſt to want it, yet either the Difficulty 
of the thing, or ſome other weighty Reaſon, 
put a ſtop to the Reformation of it, and char 


Part of the Reformation ended only in a Pro- 


viſi onal Law for that Time; which gave the 
King Power to conſtitute 4 Commiſſion of 


Thirty two Perſons; one half Eccleſiaſticks, the 


other of the Upper "and Lower Houſes of Pars: 


liament, which {ſhould have Power to view, 
ſearch, aer and determine ſuch a R eformnition 
of the 5% Law, as ſhould be laid be- 
fore the King in Ran for approbation, 

with A Proviſo that till that was done, (which 


Was yet never done; ;) M Canons, Conftitutions, 


Oꝛdinances, and Synodals Pꝛovincial, al- 
ready made, and not contrariant to the Laws, 
Statutes and Cuſtoms of this Realm, no2 to 
the Damage oꝛ Hurt of the King's Pꝛerogatibe 


opal, ſhould be uſed and 1 as WO 
Toze, 25 Hey, 8. 19. 


Tis true, Ae was a fuller - Bower Rs 

4 5 lich produc d what we call d ſometime 
in ae the — Commiſion Court, which I 
| 1130 


A. Letter to a Peer, &. 5 
do not ſay was a wrong way of Reforming the 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority, becauſe it was eſta- 
bliſhe by the Wiſdom of our Nation, but the 


Event has provd, it was an unwelcome Me- 


— 
— 


- 
——— — - 
—  C= 


thod to Us. 


2 9 8 
— — ar KKK ˙ I ů 2 


The Repeal of that therefore has thrown us 
back upon the Proviſional Laws of H. 8. where 
we mult abide till the Government ſhall think 
fit to give Us leaye to proceed further; for tis 
none of the leaſt Glories of the Engliſh Reforma- 
tion that it was not made in a tumultuary man- 
ner, but under the Direction and Protection of 

the Civil Government. ö „ 
And give me leave here to ſuggeſt to your 
Lordſhip, that tho there might be very good 
Reaſon in the time of King Henry the Eighth: 
for Eſtabliſhing a mixd Commiſſion of Lay 
and Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, becauſe too many 
of the Eccleſiaſticks of that Time, might be 
reaſonably ſuſpected, to be willing to adhere to 
the Uſurp d Intereſts of the Romiſh See, yet ſince we 
have had above 150 years experience, not only 
of the Ability and Integrity of the Engliſh 
Church, but of its Fidelity too to the Engliſh: 
Conſtitution, for they have always fleuriſhi d; 
and always ſuffer d together, if it may be ever 
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A Letter to a Peer, &c. 
thought expedient to finiſh the work of Refor- 
mation ſo Glorioufly begun by our Anceſtors 
and ſo well defended hitherto, that Experience if 
impartially conſider d ought ro be no ſmall In- 
ducement to the Government to truſt the ma- 
nagement of ſuch an Affair, in ſuch Hands as 
have the Publick Teſtimony of the Nation, 
that they are Suffictent and Meet for it.For cho 
the Sacred Synod of this Nation in the Name 
of Chriſt, and by the King's Authority Aſſem- 
bled, being the True Church of England by 


| Repreſentation, Can. 139. are by the Proviſi- 


onal Law we are now under, forbid to Enact 


any New Canons, yet under the Sufferance of 


the Government, I ſee not why they may not 
be permitted to Review the Old Ones, and lay 
ſuch a Body of Reform'd Eccleſiaſtical Law 
before the King in Parliament, as would make 
our Reformation All of a piece, and would, I 
doubt not deſerve a publick Eſtabliſhment as 
well as the other parts . 
This would promote the Honour of God and 
of, his Church, and the Government I doubt 
not would find their Ends in it: If a better Me- 
chod of ſuppreſſing thoſe Reigning Vices of A- 
theiſm, Infidelity, Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
(which, the publick Laws have complain d of, 
8 „ 


i * 


A Letter to a Peer, &c. 7 


but not cur d;) if a ſurer way of compaſſing 
Unity and Unanimity at Home, and giving the 
world ſuch a Pattern as might under the Bleſſing 
of God be Effectual for enlarging the Borders of 
che Reformation abroad, may be thought ſuch. 
But enough if not too much upon this Point. 
In the mean time while we are under the Di- 
rection of this Proviſional Law, there is no 
other Method left to Anſwer your Lordfhip's 
Queſtion but only by repreſenting under the 
ſhelter of thar Proviſo, what have been the Laws 
and Conſtitutions of the Catholick Church in 
this caſe, i. e. What is the Power of Metropo- 
litans over their Comprovincial Biſhops accor- 
ding to the Canons of the Univerſal Church; 
tor this being a Piece of pure Spiritual Learn- 
ng cannot I hope be adjudg d injurious to the 
Prerogative of a Chriſtian Prince, or contrary to 
the known Laws of a Chriſtian State, who are 
both ſuppos d to joyn in the Defence and Pro- 
tection of the Spiritual Power. 
1 || Now Gratian who made his Collection of 
1 Canons in the Weſtern Church about the Year 
ic 1131, and Matthew Blaſtares who made his in 
che Eaſtern Church about 1335, do both report 
I ir after the ſame manner, That Originally the 
Authority of a Metropolitan, as 25 „ over 
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A Letter to a Peer, &c. 


his Comprovincial Biſhops, was only in and 


with his Synod : But that afterwards there was 
a variety of Uſage introduc'd into the Church, 
which permitted a Metropolitan to proceed to 


the Depoſition of an Obnoxious Biſhop, with 


the Aſſiſtance of Twelve Biſhops; of an Ob- 
noxious Presbyter, with the Aſſiſtance of Six ; 


of an Obnoxious Deacon, with the Aſſiſtance 


of Three. 


Thus Gratian, Part II. Cauſe 15. Q.. from 
the Second Council of Hiſpalis ſays, Without 
the Examination of the Council, a Presbyter 
or Deacon ſhould not be Depos d. And again, 
Such as being Conſecrated to the Service of the 
Divine Altars, do bear the Honour of the 
Church, cannot be Condemnd , or Depos d 


from the Privilege of their Honour by the 


ſingle Judgment of One; but what is meet to 


be determin d in that Cale, muſt be by the Judg- 


ment of the Synod, according as the Canon com- 
mands: And the Reaſon that Council gives, 


is, that though the Biſhop may alone beſtow 


the Honour, yet he cannot alone deprive of 


it; which refers to an Ancient Maxim 


amongſt the Canoniſts. (a) Now the Se- 
cond Council of Hiſpalis here referr d to, Was 


(4) Solus non tollit Præſul, quem præſtat honorem. 


held 


5. 
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held about the Year 617, and tells us, that this 
Doctrine is according to the S Ynodical 1 
non of the Ancient Fathers. (4) And 
in the ſame Queſtion, from the Councils 8 
Agatha and Carthage, he tells us, that 4 Biſhoß 
( which is wiſhd may not baphen J. ſhould. 44 
into any Crime, and there ſhould be ſome 
ugent neceſſity that the Metropolitan could nat 
call together the whole Number of Biſhops-; 
| 2 Caſe , that the Criminal may not * * 
g under the ſulpicion of Cult, His Cuuſe 
— be heard by Twelve Biſhops, a Presbyter's 
by Six; a Deacon 's by Three, with his own. 
Biſhop. . (b). Cas Blaſtares gives us the 
ſame > HED. but from better Authority; For 
in his Collection, which is Alphabetical, in the 
Letter &. Ke. a. che Title of which is con- 
cerning the J udging of Biſhops and Clergy- 
men for their Perſonal Crimes. He tells 04 from 
che 74th of the Apoſtolical Canons, That 
„ when a Biſhop is accus d by Perſons of Credir, | 
a ©: muſt | / neceſſarily be ſummon d before the = 


64) Juxta priſcorum Patrütm Synodalem Sentelitiv;” 
(b) Si quis Epiſcopus (quod non optamus fieri) in Reatum 
aliquem incurrerit, & ſi fuerit ei i. e. Mecropolieanel nimia 
neceſſitas, non poſle plurimos congregare Epiſcopos/; He in 
crimine maneat, à 12 Epiſcopis een E a6! Pres byter, 
& à 3 Diaconus cum proprio Epiſco P 0 
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[ Tribunal of the Chiifch;by 'two Biſhops ſent to 
/ him for that purpoſe; and if he obey, and eitfe 
| confeſs or be conviaedl; he ſhall be puniſhd” 
| according to the Crime; but if he obey not the 
firſt, let him be ſiirnmon'd thrice ; and if he 
[ ſtill continue contumacious, the Synod}; i.e. the 
Tribunal of the Church, ſhall determin againſt 
him according to the Quality of his Crime. 
And from Can. 6. of the Second General Coun- 
cil, he tells us, If the Accuſers anſwer the 
| Qualifications ſer down in the former patt 
of that Canon. The Crimes the Bifhop 
SF is accus d of, ſhall be examin d by the Biſhops 
1 n Prov incèe: And if the Cauſe cannot 
be determin d by them, it ſhall be decided by 
* the larger Synod; of 125 Dioceſs; (for that 
| Word then ſignifid a "Diſtrict comipiehending; 
? ſeveral Provinces 50 1 10 

2 And it any one,” in nchen or 'conterapr”s of 
his F udgment by by the” Provincial or Dioceſan 
Synod, D addreſs d Pirrlelf to either” the ER. 
| - 8 Or wh gt "Ne, kd even” aft” Univerſa f 
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Code he tells us, I 4 a Biſhop become Criminal, 
he muſt be judg d. by the whole Synod, to 
which he d But this Canon adds a 


* 


Proviſo,, chat i in ' caſe of Neceſlity, if it be, dif- | 


"ficule, or; the whole Synod to. come together, 
there ſhould not. be. . than Twelve 5 but 
Six Biſhops * judge a Predbyrer, WS Three 
| Deacon. 

„This Canon; 0 Bleſs tells us, waz long 


= the One of Antioch, which! in its Fourth : 


Canon. determins, That. Prieſts 9 1 59 
ay. be Depos d by One Bishop, but ſh 
only. bye the 8 ande 18 we must Haber 


1 
a 


note, „Thapt theſe Twelve ought to be Com- 


n "Biſhops „ befades., che Metropolitan : 


For chis, he cites the Caſe of 175 of Amathus, 


whoſe Depoſition by the Archbiſhop of 6 Qprus, 
was, declared null at, Conſtantinople-, becauſe 


” > Y ww +. 


there were but Eleven beſades the Metropolitan, (a) 
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| Power of Metropolitans over their Comprovin- 
cial Biſhops, not as any Power, Privilege, or 
Prerogative inherent in their Perſons, or be- 
longing ſingly to their See; bur as a Privilege 
belonging to their Preſidency 3 in Synods , and 
ſeems to be what was given them in the An- 
cient Canons, by the T3 fe & heren, not that 
they were to do what they pleas d without a 
Synod, but chat what was done in Synod ſhould 
have its Authority from their Preſidency. But 
d ſer this matter in a 05 clearer light, I take 1 it 
for „ grace? | 
ke will G * d me in n this: caſe, That 
- . Primitive Rate of the Church was purely 
Metropolitical, i. e. That there was no ordina- 
Ty Authority in the Church, above the Metro- 
politan and his Synod, and that this continu d 
uncorrupted till aſter the Great Council of Nice 
the 6th Canon of which has been ſufficiently 
vindicated by Dr. Beverege and others from 
all Prerence, to Parriarchal Right.” And there- 
„ bhp 5 
1 740 Thar all Path ert hs Mierropio- 
esl ſuch as Exarchs, Patriarchs, and the 
great Pretener of the Oecumenical or Univer- 
fal Biſhop, tho they might in procefs of time 
get Power , to Fe themſelves, by 


after 


4 "Re to: 4 . &c. 13 


after Eceleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, yet were real- 
ly, originally Innovations, not to ſay Uſurpa- 
tions upon the Primitive ſtate of the Church ; 
and were the firſt occaſion of bringing conſu- 
ſion upon the welb eſtabliſhr Aude of the 
Metropolitical Epiſcopate. 57 Ji 

zh. That from che time of their Nee in 
upon the Metropolitical Authority the great 
Controverſies about Eccleſiaſtical Power, have 
been all manag d by cheſe Superior Powers in 
favour of their ſeveral Pretenſions, with that 5 
contention that they were never quiet till they 
were at laſt all ſwallow d up into The Cn | 
power of one Univerſal Biſhop. ___ 
4h, That during theſe contentions ** A 
ö Metropolitical Authority were not deſtroy d 
though they might be often too much over- 
rul'd\ by the hig er Pretenſions. & 0 ee 

When therefore in a Reform d Church, ot 1 8 
has endeavour d (as far as ſhe has been allow di) 
to quit her ſelf of theſe Ulutpations, . and return 
back to the Primitive Pattern, we are enquiring 
aſter the- * -of- Metropolitans-over- their 
Comproyincial n . i will not be erpect-⸗ 
ed we ſhould. give 1 y ok. all. thoſe con- 
1 1985 the Ephrendin cn Parte of 7 Ulutpers have 
y | brought upon the Church, but that i it will be 
6 ſuffi 
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- ſufficient to anſweri this Queſtion, if we! repre- 
- ſent fairly, the. Power and. Authority of Metro- 
. Politans as it ſtood before theſe — up- 
on it, and collect i the ſcatter d Rvidences We 
have of che exerciſe ol it, even under thoſe U- 
ſurpations till the veryc Ti imes o Reformation 
To do this therefore in ſome Method, I. ſhall 
begin with chat Collection f Canons which are 
call d A poſtical, and have been ſufficlently prov d 
to be he true: Oode of the Primit vel Church. | 

bed ges Codex. Canonium: vindicatiss. 
"The Thijrcyfourth Canon of that Collection 
runs thus: Ther Biſhops of | every Nation bought to 
know. Him who ir fi amongft them, und account 
Him as their Head, nor na they do aiiy thing that 
if extraordinary, or of -great\nionzent- without. "Hi 
an or 1 ong e Pele thongs 14s 


Y proper to "wo bm Dach, . r erritdrigs un. 
Aer. them, non is He to do an thing without the pi 
von oh conſent-ofua{l.thiin;) far hos; wil, Wo art 


een ae, ee tz 07 80 


—_ WF — "WY N 5 
RR 33.85 4 # og © #26 7" 


* The Expiry; dne, Ae a N ** TY e 2075 Lea wr, 


"oY Sar Ave os Kepealy, 1 2% mis, 2 
ſn” NE uſe Kea W Ae us Da, de el 

ehe 3h] N dyrhr ae Ly 9 1 25 
e Ke Fa 1 DNS 3277 yas 1 3 22010 


This 


i 
A. : 
K - —_ 


, .a— 
an * 


AI Vetrop # De N . Fi 

This Canon giyes a Privacy” ot Prefiden 

cy to one BiſhBp" in eVV. Nation ovef the 
Keſt; Butt this wordg by” which it is expreſt be. 
e ing Relattve de plainly fheww it is not an Ife 
ſtiture of 3 wap fo Abſolute Authonity in his Perſon 
sh ; for che he he che; frſt, thee is a nm 
ber of which he is the firſt; though he be to be 
Lccounted the Head, there is a Body of which 
. be. is the. Head, | This Primacy by the Ninth, 

Canon. of Antioch, is given to the Biſhop, pre- 
n Adiag:in the Metropolis for this reaſon, becauſe 
„ chere is che greateſt concourſe , and that is the 

ſear of” all. . publick,buſines7). from hence ob- 
„ aind, che Names of Primate]. and. Metropoli- 
Jl tan. 5 8 Ad \} | 
Now the Authority annex d to this Primacy 
both byctlfis'and" the Nin Canba- of ic, 
Was z Thu the other Niſtabs b " every Nation 00 | 
Provinte poulit not df" any! Bing that ur Tues, 
| extyabrlibary or of great" mibmalbit | withont"the'conz" 
ſent oy pinion them Primate of Metrbpôlttan, nor: 
He without thæ cbſſent of Alb then, but) on iy: bx 
ticular Diſtritts qud the Territgries belonging to 
14 hem, lor every 5 Met ropolitan had his Tast ina, i. r. 
what we now call Dloceſs, aft TEE, ele 
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Aid is no more than what. is common to that 
Epiſcopate which St. Oprian tells us, is one, parts 


or portions of which are diſpens d by fingle Bi- 
n with a common Title to the whole * 


Tie 504, ti chetebrk Wick is forbid 
he Comprovincial Biſhops without their Me- 
tropolitan, and even the Metropolitan without 
the concurring conſent of all the Com- 
provincials, ſeems to take in all that Au- 


thority which is above che Power of an or- 


dinary Biſhop, and lodges it, not in the Metro- 
politan ſingly, but in the Synod, giving him 


the Primacy or Preſidency/only;he 1 is and ought- 


to be accbunted the Firſt, the Head of the Al. 
ſembly. 5 


What that . means, wil f 
be beſt, Collected from the Interpreters. Diom- 


ſins. Exiguus Tranſlates it, nothing more than what 
belongs to every ones peculiar, Diſtrict. (a) Gentia- | 


nus Hervetus, Nothing that is difficult. or of great 


m 8 os Dr. Helen Nothing that is 75 
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. ** & villis que fub ea funt, competunt. 


oh Ciſus A eum in dhe pars tenetur. pr. 4 Unit. 
.a ) Nihil-amplius, quam ea ſola ſinguli. Cats Parochiz 
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great moment. (a) The Scholiaſt Ba. Ham thus 
Interprets it, It is decrted by this Canon that thoſe 
Things which are above the common Adminiſtration 
of 2 belongs to every Dioceſs, and refer to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, and are therefore 
accounted rere, ſhould not be done without the 
Opinion and Conſent of the Primate, nor is it per- 
mitted to the Primate himſelf to do any ſuch thing 
without the Opinion and Conſent of his Bi iſhops. (b) 
Zonaras thus, That it is not permitted the Biſhops 
without their Primate to do any thing that has Re- 

ect to the common Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution / uch as 
are the Determining Queſtions parts + Doctrine, 
Cenſures of common Errors or Faults, ; Conſecrations 
of Biſhops and the like, but that All Wi them coming 
together with Him | their Primate | ſhould by com- 
mon deliberation determine what ſeem'd beſt to 40 but 

only that every one ſhould manage privately and. by 
Himſelf, the Affairs belonging to His own Church, 
and the Territories under it. Furthermore, Nei 
ther was it permitted the Primate to abuſe Ht Hs 
four, and change it into a Lordly Power, or tale a 
ſole and; arbitrary Power to Hi mſelf,' nor pet to do 
* 2 moo Ms a" mention md, or any thing of 
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which , was: held: at Carthage in his Timez 
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that) N ud bithou tik chin bpinion and cou euof 
his Gomprovincials: (a );\ The ia Erased. by 
Blaſtares () with very little Alteration as to 


words, aid Meese beoitakety) as the 
Churches common Incerpretfiriowol this Canon 


for above thDUAnd yer... 

Now to ſtrengthenithis e erpien, 1 dal 
only trouble your Lordſhip with an Inſtance on 
each fide; from, Eecleli Altical. MEN johotme 


1 tl U. 10 


"To. ſhew 1 Religiouſly. ui G as 
obſerv'd. in this: ſenſc of it. St. Cyprian: that 
Great and. Famous Archbif op ανονEerthage, 
ro; whoſe. Writings Wenns cel N ON che dull 


Account of that Primitive Diſcipline , „Which 


our Engliſh: Reformation Glories in 05 her 


Pattern, and as far ab ſhét has been Permit 
ted, has (endeavour. imitate, teils us in 


his Prefatory "Diſcourſe to that full Synöd 


Ano Dom. 2 6. It if not d (uſton for any one 


ta male Hlimſelf a. Biſhaps of Biſpopds br by. Tye 
ung * 1 ben, amn into 4 br ” 
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obedience; pute eyery Biſhop! atoraing. n the Bi- 
mits of Hun Pour "bid „ proper judęriont, and 
can no more be ſmgly judg d by Cath than he 


can ſiugh judge another: And upon a leſs oc- 
calioh: inthis Twenty 11xth Epiſtle, "Since. this 
alten requirts! the" Advice and voMſen of | All of 
Ms," I Aare not "ſingly: ' prejudlge it, or tale tb my 
ſelf alone, hat 10 of eonon concern. And in 
the alle of che. L Which were ſuch weak 
Chriſtians s hach ff the ktaflofo the Decian Ner- 
feencion fallen back te Idlatty, : where his ler- 
gv. enquird by war means they ſhould be 
gerte the Commuttion':of the Ohurch, 
Ey FF. He tell Vyatian I have hitherro d 
ſernd becauſe. of: h6Lapfi”, thut i ben pe „ 
and quietneſs ſhall be oven, and the Divine Pros 
Vidence all indulge i Bi ops 4 1 common meet- 
me, "We night then by Nena Coniferent® aud 
Combninicated . determine! ar off. 
ſhalt -raſhly Seren, in) the: Lapſe before 
th 5 meeting ry of" thu | tou cit, WE 0 12 125 ie 
Sertoncegraſs'd bythe ütlpice dh. 1 9 ——— 
communicated. Anda little Alter He relle US, Act 
cording, tolthis Deſign, ae iP erfeciajon.) 1506 
ended," 6 8 80 7 0 0 rhe Nivim 
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and upright,” met together, and by dul) iweighing the 


Scriptures and mutual Conference bronght that matter 
to an Shoes 11 ag Ja 9 2 ah. 


We * hal Rocks —_— his 2 


are full of Evidences of this kind, how Re- 


ligiouſly this great Primate. (tho He was an 


earneſt; Defender of che Divine Authority, and 
Independency :of Biſhops upon any, but their 


Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus) yet ws d this 


Canon of doing nothing which was of com- 
mon Intereſt, and great moment, and above 
the ordinary buſineſs. of his own Diſtrict, 
without the common Counſel and conſent of 
Is Collegues or Comprovincials. L 


. 


On ah. he A we e a jo hl * 


ſance of the 55 and Senſe c of this Ca- 
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(a ) i quis verò ante Gen la &+ ante e ſe men. 


tiam de omnium Concilio Statutam, Lapſis temerè com- 


municare voluiſſet, ipſe à communione abſtineretur-- 


Secundum quod ante fuerat deſtinatum, Perſecutione ſopi- 


ta, cum datà eſſet facultas in unum  coveniendi ; Copio- 
ſus Epiſcoporum numerus; Quos Integros & Incolumes Fi- 
des ſua & Domini Tutela protexit, in Unum, conveni- 
mus & Scripturis Diu ex hen parte prolatis tempera- 

i AVIS, FO Epiſt, 5 Je 
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non, as it forbids the Comprovincials to Act 
in caſes of great moment without their Pri- 
2 — from the Example of the Aeyptian Bi- 
ſhops. in the Council of Chalcedon, P. 2. Act. 4. 
for when their Primate Dioſcorus was juſtly De- 
pos d by that Univerſal Council for contumaci- 
ouſly refuſing to anſwer to ſome of the moſt 
Scandalous Libels, that were I think ever offer d 
againſt a Perſon of that Character , the, reſt of 
3s Egyptian Biſhops then preſenc being, re- 
quir d to condemn Eutyches, by ſubſcribing the : 
Epiſtle of Leo to Flavianus which that Council 
had made their Synodical Decree, they drew up 
2 Petition to the Emperours N and 
Marcian, ſetting forth, That they conſented to the 
Catholic l Faith as it was deliver d to them by the three 
preceding General Councils of Nice, Conſtantino« 
ple, and Epheſus, and did Anathematize Eutyches, , 
or any other who held any thing contrary to what was 
ſet forth in that Petition. But being ſtill further 
urg'd by. the Council to ſubſcribe Leo's Epiſtle, 
return'd this anſwer, 4s to that, all the Hoh Fa- 
thers of this Council any we are to expect the opt- 
nion and conſent of our Holy Archbiſhop, and there- 
fare deſire your. Goodneſs to wait the Opinion f our. 
Primate; For the 318 Holy Fathers of. Nice; 
Love come e The the. whole Egyp- 
tian 
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tian Pioceſũ fhoiftd follow'the Archbiſhop of the gt 
City of Alexandria, and that without Him nothihig 


ſhould be done-by the Biſhaps within his Juriſdiction. 


(a) And to- ſhi the 'Cotincll'thiswas' a matter 


of that moment*thit i it could not be done with! 


our the conſent of their Merrop olitan!, 1 M 
55 d out, Ty an Controverſie f ent 1 * 


Ad FI tity were cirdiejed bp the Ces. 
cil with the Se Htence ' of- Excommunicarion, 


they Petitioned for Mercy ſtill upon the Hatte 
reaſon, defiring them to wait for their Arch- 


biſhop, that according t to ancient cuſtoti they 
might have his Opinion and conſent:? For if 
they ſhould do any thing withorr che conſent 
and opinion of their Primate, the whole # Ar yp- 


Fan, Diocels would fall. pon chem As Irregular, 
and ſuch | as ſet aſide Wh would not Gbſerve 


che ancient Ouſtoms . to che Canons. 
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And 


di ſobey the Council, but fe) were in danger from 


nod, and this is further confirmd by the Se- 


e Affairs. 07 every. Provce.are. to. be adminiſter d 5 


yinations of the Council of Nice. And this. 1 take 
to be 8 e Reaſon of thoſe e Commands, 
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And therefore further Petition d, a there 
might be There in wy ouncil an Archbiſhop declar d, 
and they were ready ts | ſubſcribe, for they. did not 


their own" Country. (a) And at laſt it was De- 

creed by the Thitrieth Canon of that Council, 

That the y ſhould wait the Confecration o of a new 
gelen and they Subſeribe. ddl: 


if cheſe loſdanees: ate er to Rats Wr 
che Explication we have given of this Canon, 
and eſtabliſh the ſenſe and authority of it, chen 
we do from hence learn that in buſineſs oh great 
moment, ſuch as is above the ordinary Au- 
thority or Juriſdictiong of- a ſingle Biſhop, the 
conſtant and ſtanding Rule of the Church has 
been, to lodge the Juriſdiction not in che Me- 


ropolitan ſingly, but joyndy and with his Sy- 


"Is 4 I 


co Canon of Conſtantinople, which. tells us, 


by. the Synod of. the Province accordin mg, to the deter- 
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we conſtantly meet with in every Collection of 
Canons, for the frequent Conventions of Pro- 
vincial Synods, which was thought ſo neceſſary 


for the preſervation of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdicti- 


on, that the Emperor Juſtinian made it a Law, 
and put the Metropolitan under a penalty ifhe 
neglected to convene them, as we find it in his 
Novels, Conſt. 123. To the end the Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution, and the Divine Canons may be care- 


fully obſervd, we command every Archbiſhop, Pa- 
triarch, and Metropolitan to call together once at leaſt 


if not twice a year, all the Holy my that are un- 
der their Juriſdiction. (a) 


Which Law Dr. Zouch in "ay ſmall Treatiſe 
de Jure Sacro thus Epitomizes, If the Metropoli- 
tans neglect to hold their Synods, the Preſidents of 
the Provinces ſhall urge them to it, and if they fill 


delay and are tardy m it, he ſhall certifie the Empe- 
Td of that neglect that it may be animadverted upon 


by convenient puniſhment. (6) 


| (6 * "Ira de do ExxAnoner mir N 9, % i Gere Kevives 2 n- 
Ns eunelouſo, Kzatvourr Eva T wargeewmaroy Ae Reine er 5 
1 Taree v, 5 My7poToATHy, 1 mw [es Emoxbres , 76 Vo 
aal N, x7 mw aurly Empyay, dat i di. Kab z. 
im; rege ĩ a . Juſtin. Novil. Conſt. 123. wy 

(b) Si Metropolitani Synodos celebrare negligant Præ- 
ſides Provinciarum eos ad celebrandum urgere debent, Et 
{i Moram nectere, & ſegnius ea peragere viderint, Impe- 
ratorem ed de re certiorem facerent, ut ab ipſo contra eo 
qui celebrare negligunt, conveniens correctio procedat. 
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Zouc b de Fure Sacro Seck. 10. | And 
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And this continud the ſtanding and con- 
ſtant Juriſdiction of the Church, (for General 
Councils were call d only upon extraordinary 
and emergent occaſions) till the Ambition of 
the Church of Rome had Uſurp'd ſo far upon 
the Rights of other Churches, that ſhe began 
to claim a plenitude of Power, and diſpoſe all 
things by her Arbitrary will. But yet the World 
was ſo uneaſie under this Tyranny, that even 


the Council of Trent themſelves as much as 


they were the Creatures of the Church of Rome, 


thought fit to give us the Face of this Primi- 


tive Diſcipline, by re-eſtabliſhing the Authority 


of Provincial Synode, as we find it Seſſ. 2 3. Cab. 2. 
of their Canons of Reformation. And in the 


next Chapter give the Metropolitan no further 
Power than only over his own Dioceſe, with- 
out his Provincial Synod. When the Metropolitan 
has fully vifited his own Dioceſe, he ſhall not 
viſit the Cathedral Churches or Dioceſes of his 
Comprovincial Biſhops, " uileſs the Caf 
feſt known and approvd by the Provincial-Sy- 
nod X. Thus far therefore to prove in general, 
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A Metropolitanis verd etiam poſt plens vilitatam pro- 
priamDiceceſim, non vilitentur-Cathedrales Eccleſiæ, neq; 
Diceceſes ſuorum Comprovincialium, niſi causa cognita 
& probatà in Concilio Provinciali. Conc. Tyid. Seſſ. a 3. cap. . 
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that no more chan an ordinary Authority was 


if ever lodg'd in a ſingle Biſhop, and that what- 
eeuer was above the ordinary Authority was ne- 
. ver truſted with the Metropolitan ſingly, but 
NY  joyntly with his Synod. / 

# We are next to enquire into. the Canonical 
3 Directions for the Exerciſe.of this Authority, to. 
do which we muſt begin as we did before with. 
4 that Collection of Canons which is call'd Apo- 
= ſtolical, the Seventy fourth of which runs thus, 
= Fa Biſhop be accusd of any Crime by Perſons of, 
== good credit, he muſt be Summon d by the Biſhops, 
4 and if he appear and confeſs, or y 4 convicted, 


they muſt Determine the Puniſhment ; but if wes. 
. dited he ſhall not obey, let him be cited a ſecond time, 
b 9 two Biſhops ſent to. him for that purpoſe, and if 
„ he ſtill refuſe to appear, let him be cited a third 
* time ; but if be ſhall then prove contumacious, 
Z not obey, let the Synod give ſentence againſt 

EE him, as ſhall ſeem meet to them, that he may not 
en to gain any thing by avoiding Juſtice *, 


— 
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This Canon is very expreſs againſt the ſingle 


Autan of the Metropolitan, for if a Biſhop 


be accusd, he muſt be cited not beſore the Me- 


tropolitan but before the Biſhops ; if he be con- 


vict, or by non- appearance events contuma- 


cious, the Sentence mult. be pronouncd againſt 
him not by the Authority of the Metropolitan, 


but by the Authority of the Synod. - Here is 


not ſo much as mention made of the Primate 


or Metropolitan; nor can he be ſuppos d by con- 


ſequence to be any otherwiſe concern'd in 
this Law, but as comparing it with. the fore 
mer, we may from thence infer, he is included 
in the Synod, as AH ec the lead or Prelidlent of 
that Society. I %% 16 noinmmnfinoD 


And that the Authority af this 8 . 


tain d in the Church is evident from the In- 
terpreters of it, Zonaras, Balſamon, and Alexius 


Ariſtenus, who all livd about the Twelfch Cen- 
tury, and Zlaſtares who reach d the Thirteenth, 


at leaſt nine hundred or one thouſand years 
* the "ip pos d Conſtinurign, of it, ng. ay 
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Tryals of Neſtorius and Dioſcorus, and there 


bur chat ſo very c 


the Newhbourmg Provmce 40 do it. 
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flouriſhing condition they had Officers to at- 
tend their Juriſdiction, and therefore did net 


fend their own Members to make the Ciration, 
but did 1 it by their publick Notaries. 


But that we may not depend wholly upon 
theſe Modern Greeks, we find this Law repeat- 


ed and reſtabliſh'd by the ſecond General Coun- 


eil, practis d by the third and fourth in the 


fore have reaſon to believe, it was one of theſe 
A Es, thoſe Ancient Cuſtoms confirm'd by 


the firſt at Nice, eſpecially fince we find it not 


only the continual Practice, but the repeated 
Conſtitution of ſeveral Norvia Councils du- 
ring che Interval mention d. 


I fhall trouble you ar profes ea whlh one, 


ſiderable againſt the ſi ingle 
Authority of the Metropolitan, that it does not 


fo much as leave him the caſting Voice, and 


that is the Fourteenth' Canon of Antioch, Which 
fays, If the Synod be fo divided as to Lot fo 


equal Voiets; upon the Queſtion, Guilty or not 
Guilty, the Metropolitan ſhall not Determine it him- 


elf, bar call in the aſſiſtance of 4 other N oy Www 


Thus 
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Thus far therefore che Synodal Authority 8 


he only Legal Authority in'the'caſe of Depo- 


ſing Biſhops and whatever of that kind was 
done withour them Was accounted null and 
void. 291 b No dsl 46.3; Tt Ef 
Thus i in 5 caſe 5 4 alike wid: Wes 
who both pretended to the Biſhoprick of Boſtra, 
there was a Council held ar/Conſtautinople, under 
a General one, the moſt conſiderable we meet 
with for the Perſons ; in it ; for there were pre- 
ſent Nectarius of Conſtantinople; Flavian of Antioch, 
Theophilus of Alexandria, Gregory of Nyſſa, Ams 
philochius of Iconium, With many others of the 
moſt Celebrated Fathers of that Age, ard all 
the Prieſtly Order: The Caſe was chis, Agahius 
was choſen to the Biſhoprick of Boſtra, upon 
the) Depokition of Bagudius; Bagadius pretends 
the Depoſttion to be null becauſe: he had been 
deposd only by two Biſhops: When this matter 
of Fact was laid before this wiſe Council, their 
Debates upon it were thus: The Perfons who 
had committed the Irregular Fact were dead, 
and therefore it was thought hard to paſs the- 
lentence of Indignation againſt them; but yet 
it was t weni- ene. - Furarity, 


leſt 1 other hereaſter ſhould e the 


lame 
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ſame thing: For what was paſt, it was thought 
the Council of Nice had ſufficiently condemn d 
it by requiring at leaſt Three with the Metro- 
politan for the Conſecration of a Biſhop, much 
more for the Depoſition. And therefore for the 
future it was agreed by all that no one ſhould 
be depos d by Three, much leſs. by Two, but 
only by the Sentence of the greater Synod, and 
== of all the Biſhops of the Province as De dn 
A | Rolical Canons. 1905 determin d . 


* This Cen was | held * as, wear: 294, 
= and. is nor brought as a ſingle Inſtance, of Fact 
4 only; for beſides the Inſtance of, Fact ſhewing 
the Practice of the Apoſtolical Canon, it IGG 
ang: re-cſtabliſhes the Autor of 1 it. | 


dove thai Tuelſh Canon of tho Hi Gol 
= r a Biſhop to be De pes d without a Synod: 

4 Te does ſo indeed, but not in favour of the ſin⸗ 
6 gle Authority of, hin Primate, but of the Crimi» 
4 nal; for though! Africk:conliſted of many Pro- 
* Vinces, yet was it always reckon d as one Nati 
. yz ohab huren, and end chere were clergy 
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Primates, | yet were they All under the Archbi- 
ſhop of Carthage; this made it difficult in that 


Country to expect Annually a Plenary Synod of 


all the Biſhops, and therefore by the Twenty 
firſt Canon of that Code, the Primates in each Pro- 


vince with their proper Snods, were allow d to 
chuſe as many Legates or Delegates, as they 


thought convenient, that lo by Delegation the 
Authority might be full, and hah Neg Ayr 
thentick (a). 


the fame Reaſon was. the occaſic ion of this | 


Twelfth Canon; for it was never permitted to 


proceed againſt a Biſhop in Criminal Cauſes, 
by ſuch a ſelect number, but when there was 


ſoch a neceſſity that a larger number could not 


come together (), and then it was always! in 
favour of the Criminal for this re on given 
by the Canon, that he might not remain too long, 
under the ſuſpicion of the Crime (c), as both: 
the Interpreters explain it, and by, that Means. 
fall under the e of his People, Neal 15 a. 
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circtimſtance not eaſily recoverable, though lie 
1 might be acquitted from what he was accusd 
"A of. And to ſhew us yet further that this Canon 
= was wholly made in favour of the Criminal, 
1 | the Twenty ſecond Canon of that Code tells 

us, the Accuſer of a Biſhop is to bring the mat- 
8 ter before his Primate, but the Accus d- is to be 

bi, sdummon d by the Citatory Letters of thoſe who 
are choſen to be Judges; and the Twenty 
third Canon with the concurring Interpretation 

of Balſamon and Zonaras allow the choice of 

' thoſe who are to Judge to the accus d Per- 
tee ee 


LES J3 Sf 


This Number of Twelve beſides the Pri- 
mate is call'd in the, Twenty third Canon the 
Legal Number; * for chis Canon not pretend- 
ing to Repeal the Ancient Authority or Juriſ- 
diction of the Synod, but only allowing a 
Proviſional Authority in a caſe of neceſſity, and 
| chat wholly in favour of the Criminal. it was 
|  abſolirdy neceſſary (becauſe it has been always 
# cke Prudence of Governours to be very cauti- 
2 oo allowing Privileges where they are En- 
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9 | croach- 


Flat 170 4 Pie, Ke. 


croachmierts 1 upon Law) te | ' determine. in, (this 
caſe what and what alone eule be che Legal 
Number. And therefore in the caſe of John of 
Amathus, when" the Sentence of the Archbiſhop! 
of Cyprus was brought belore the Senate and Sy- 


nod 'of Conſtantinople , it was judg d void for 
cheſe two Reaſons : 


ſt Becauſe An tele Sic bft G was ' 
not call d to this Judgment, there being no 


difficulty which 8 hinder cheir Conven- 
tion X. 


9 ad, Ts the Archbiſhop v was one def che. 
1. TY. whereas he ought to have been one 
roll beſt des the Twelve, which ſhews how nice they 


were in the obſervation. of this. favourable . 
Proviſional Canon. | | 
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allows the Primate to Depoſe a Comprovincial 
Biſhop without expecting the Sentence of a full 
Synod; which we find was Calculated for the 
Neceſſities of the Church of Africk,, and when 
the Code of that Church for the Excellency of 
its Conſtitutions, was receiv d into the Code of 


the Univerſal Church, became the Practiſe ſome- 


times of other Places, but is ſo far we ſee from 
Patronizing the ſingle Authority of the Metro- 


politan that it was made wholly in favour of the 
Criminal. | | 


In the remaining part of the Collection 


therefore we ſhall find the Canonical Directions 
ſometimes pointing one way, ſometimes the 


other; but to avoid being over tedious in fo 


plain a caſe, it may I hope be thought enough 


to prove this, if we produce a few Inſtances of _ 
each kind from ſuch Authorities as are ſufficient 
to prove them to have been the common Pra- 

: of the Church. For the Authority of Sy- 
nods, the Eighth General Council, Act. i o. chap. 
1 0., forbids any to withdraw from the Communion: /' 
of their Patriarch, Metropolitan or Biſhop, though 
they pretend to know him to be Guilty of ſome crime 


that might juſtifie their doing it, before he has had a 


careful 
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carefl: re- and 4 N Shntence" "bes 
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The Council of Baſle another General Coun- 
eil as the Church of Nome accounts” it in its 
Conſtitution for Provincial and Synodal” Coun. 
cils gives this fon the reaſon and neceſſity of 
their meeting, That all thoſe who' ſhall be found to 
have offended in any of tbe Premiſes "might be pu. 
m/hed by the Council its ſelfe The correcting the® 
Excelles and Enormities of che Clergy of what 


to more than a ſtrong — 30 ji that they 

could not regularly be corrected elſewhere: Thus 

n a Council of our own Nation at London under 
enry the Second, 4% Dam. 11% 5. it is de- 

lar d by Richard ther Archbiſhop % Canterbury, 

That therefore Councils are conven d in the Church of 

od according to the Antient Cuſtom of the Fathers, 
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Rank ſoever is always made one reaſon for the 
neceſſity of. frequent Coundils, which amounts 
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gulate the Laves ofotheir. Subject "by. Canonical 8 


Fiirutions made by common conſent, and" FORO . 
mities by a better advis d Cenſure K. 
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The : Wire Bo) Gauen of 1 Halli. hb Firſt, 
which Code as Antonius Aiguſtinu tells us, is a 
Collection from the Ancient Greck and Latin 
Cangns, runs thus, fam Metropalitan Biſhop 
attempt any. thing that is Foreign, i. e. Any thing 
that does not belong to his own, Proper Dioceſe without. 
the Council and conſent af All his Comprovincial' Bi- 
Jags He, ſhall: bei hable ito © be'\ degraded-y) _ 
what, He ih "9 ae Ne voi e l . 
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4 Si quis Metropolitanus Epiſcopus, niſi quod ad ſuam | 

pertinet propriam ſolummodo Parochiam-;-fine-eoncilio-& - 
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from a Royal Ville of that name upon the 
Rhine, which Chap. 10. tells us, No Biſhop 6ught 
to be Depos d but by Twelve Biſhops, a Presbyter by 
Six, a Deacon by Three. And then repeats the 
African Conſtitution: The Councilof Hifpalis about 
t | the year 590 is not fo full but yer fufficiently 
2 intimates the ſame cuſtom as quoted by Bur- 
ml chard and Ivotheas, If a Biſhop: be ſued, or have 
an Action againſt any, let the cauſe be tryd. by: the 
gs Biſhops the Judges, whether ſuch as the Primate 
hall appoint, or ſuch as they themſelves by conſent. 
Pall chuſe out of the neighbourhood. But this ſeems. 
14 rather to be in a Civil than a Criminal Action, 
and therefore not ſo much to the Point in hand, 
but the ſecond Epiſtle of Leo the Fourth to all 
the Biſhops of Brittany confirms this African 
3 | cuſtom more fully, when he ſays, There can be 
4 no condemnation of Biſhops but only before the Legal 
BB Number of Biſhops, or by a Sentence prov d by com- 
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* * Nullam damnationem Epiſcoporum eſſe unquam 
”s cenſemus, nifi aut ante Legitimum Numerum, qui fit per 
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Collection from the Ancient Greel and (Latin: 
Cangns, runs thus, If any Metropalitan Biſhop 
attempt any, thing that is Foreign, i. e. Any thing 
that does not belong to his oiyn Proper Dioceſe without. 
the Council and conſent af All his Comprovincial Bi- 
* ſhops, He, ſhall: ber;dyable: 140 be a degr ade, and 
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1 Si quis Metropolitanus Epiſcopus, nifi quod ad ſuam 
qpziam ſolummodo Parochiam-,-fine-coneilior8& 


voluntate omnium Comprovincialium Epiſcoporum extra 
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"Mm from 1 Royal Ville. of that name upon | the 
„ Rhine, which Chap. 10. tells us, No Biſhop ought 

to be Depos d but by Twelve Biſhops, a Presbyter by 

Six, a Deacon by Three. And then repeats the 
 B African Conſtitution: The Councilof Hifpalis about 
ſt, J the year 590 is not ſo full but yer ſufficiently 
2 intimates the ſame cuſtom as quoted by Bur- 
'm chard and Iyotheas, If a Biſhop be ſued, or have 
% an Action againſt any, let the cauſe be tryd by: the 
"s | Biſhops the Judges, whether ſuch as the Primate. 
mt ſhall appoint, or ſuch as they themſelves by conſent . 
ſhall chuſe out of the neighbourhood. But this ſeems, 
md rather to be in a Civil than a Criminal Action, 
I and therefore not ſo much to the Point in hand, 
but the ſecond Epiſtle of Leo the Fourth to all 
I the Biſhops of Brittany confirms this African 
d | cuſtom more fully, when he lays, There can be 
Id no condemnation of Biſhops but only before the Legal 
" | Number of Biſhops, or by a Sentence prov'd by com- 
ff Pi. ono ie ed ard 


lai ; 3 Ry PR. - : — — — MALE IT TE. 
„& Nullam damnationem Epiſcoporum eſſe unquam 
xtrs | cenſemus, niſi aut ante Legitimum Numerum, qui fit per 
* duodecim Epiſcopos, aut -probat# Sententiä per idoneos. 
Taeiſtes. 2 E 
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Thus do the Publick Conſtitutions of my 
Church run in the caſe of Depoſing Biſhops, | 
that there muſt be either a Synod conven'd 
forthe doing of ir, or at leaſt in caſes of neceſ- 
ty, the awful Hm ber df Biſhops appointed 

be African Code, that is, Twelve. And du- 
rin all this Interval we have been conſidering, 
in which the Bi hops of Rome arriv'd at the ut- 
moſt Height, and as they are pleas d Arrogately 
to expreſs i it, Plenitude of Power; yet we meet with 
but one Conflitution which gives even them ſuch 
1 a ſingular and Arbitrary Power, and that was - 
made by a Roman Synod, the Creatures of Gre- 
* gory the Seventh in theſe words: The See Apoſto- 
3 lick has Power without a Synod, to Abſolve thoſe 
whom an unjuſt Synod has condemm d, and without a 
Synod to condemn thoſe who ought to Fo condemn'd x. 
But we muſt conſider this Furious Hildebrand 
had at that time put the Emperor Himſelf under 
à Sentence of Depoſit ition, and therefore might 

eaſily be allow LY to do it to a Defenceleſs Bi- 
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* Et Ae wy exiſtents Synodo, quos oportuit, 
facultatem habet. 


* 


ſhop, though I hope by this Time tlie World is 
well ſatisfy d He had no better Foundation for 
the one than the other. ME S 


It remains only now therefore to ſce hat 
the Doctrine of the Council of Frent-in this: 
Point is, and then we have brought the ſtare of 
the Queſtion down to the Times of Reformati- 
on. Now that Council though,they endeaygur'd 
All they could to advance as far as was poſſible, 
the Arbitrary and unlimited Power of the Biſhop 
of Rome, yet were they ſo fully convinc d of the 
Night and Authority of the Metropolitical Synod, 
that they could not wholly oyerbear it. And 
therefore when by their Decree of Reformation 
they had reſtor d (though I do not find that it 
is now in practice amongſt them) the uſe of 
Provincial Synods (the true Primitive Authority 
of the Church) they tell Us, Seſſ. ITE Ive 
Provincial Synod ſhall Preſcribe a certain Form to 
every Province according as the neceſſity and: uſage of 
the Province ſhall require. And Se. 22. C. f. in 
matters of difference, It ſhall belong tothe Metro- 
politan with his Provincial Council to determine K. 
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* Ad eundem [| i. e. Metropolitanum ] cum Concilio 
Provinciali ſpectabit Judicare. — 
And 
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And though they gave the Pope Authority e- 


the Provincial Council, or by ſuch as fall be Bene 


| cubinage of the Ge ſays, If Biſhops (which 
God forbid) 


ſeem d to be in earneſt at that Time for Retrie- 


abſtinuerint, & in Sy nodo Provinciali admoniti ſe non e- 


3 — deferantur, 
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nough of taking to himſelf what He 3 
to call Cauſæ Majores, the Greater Cauſes, yet 
they tell us, The cogniſance of the ſmaller Criminal 


cauſes of Biſhops ſhall be had and determin d only in 


by the Nan. Council Te 


R And Seſſ: 25. c. 14. which forbids the Con- 
ſhould not abſtain from ſuch a crime, 
let them be admoniſh d by the Provincial Synod, and i, 
they don't ſo amend, let them be ſuſpended, and if 
3 perſevere let the ſame Synad refer their cauſe to 


the Biſhop of Rome F. And to ſhew us they 


YN: the Authority of Provincial Councils, as e 
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7 Minores vero Criminales Chunk Epiſcoporum i in Con- : 
cilio tantum Provinciali cognoſcantur & terminentur, vel A 
deputandis per Concilium Provinciale. Conc. Tind. Seſſ; 24. 


cap. 5. 
* Epiſcopyrerd(quod abſit) ſi ab hujuſmodi crimine non 


mendaverint, ipſo facto ſint ſuſpenſi, & ſi perſeverent, ad 
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ng che on Canonical Authority of the Church 
cover Biſhops. In a Provincial Council of Milan 
immediately after the Council of Trent, held by 
Cardinal Borromeo, Archbiſhop of that City, 
we meet with this Canon concerning the Fune- 
ral of a Deceas d Biſhop: The negligence of 4 
Biſhop at the Funeral of one of his Comprovincials, 
ſhall be bighly puniſhed by the Provincial Synod; f 
I Canons, or other Clergy, by the ſucceeding Bi- 


down. to the Council of Trent, even to the 
Times of Reformation, the Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitutions in this Point of the Metropolitan's 
Authority over his Comprovincial Biſhops, 
ſtand generally upon the ſame Bottom, upon 
—uhich thoſe Primitive Canons did fix them, 
viz, The Concurrence of his Provincial Synod, 


6 : : , | | s g 4 | 
f Thus do we find from che Apoſtolical Canons, 
3 
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on * Epiſcopi Negligentia in Comprovincialis Epiſcopi fu- 
8 nere, à Synodo Provinciali; Canonicorum vel Cleri a Suc- 
ad Ceſlore Epiſcopo graviter puniatur. Concil. Medjol, k. cap. de 
ee e Funere Epiſcop. 9 2 . 5 R 114 1255 ? 1 | x; * | 1 1 
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except only in * Conſtitution oh the African 


Code, and thoſe that f ollow. it, which. was made. 
only for 2 caſe of neceſſiey, "and not in favour: 


of 00 eee 05 buy {Mic . Criminal) 
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And qa that Time we are not to o expelt 
any further light t to this, Queſtion from publick 
Ct nfticutions, l the Reaſon hinted in the be- 
ginning of ot Letter, the Imperfection of the 
Engliſh Reformation in Point of Church Au- 
thority. For though the 25th of Hen. 8. pro- 
vided for a Review and Reformation of the Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Law, yet thoſe Meaſures never ha- 


ving their effect, have ſtill left us under an un- 
certainty; and dhe Canons of 1603, the only | 


Body of Perina sua Laws which hath beer 
made ſince, do nom reach tllis caſe, the 122d. of 


them providing only for the D Depoſition of pri- 
vate Miniſters. But if your Lordſhip will accept 
of the Authority of a ſingle Perſon, where our 


publiek Sonſtitutions are ſilent, 5 Biſhop of 


Sarum is with us in this Queſtion; for He in an- 
ſwer to Canchys, who had objected, That the Bi- 
ſhopy were Depos d from car Hees anſwers, 


They were not Depos d "0 their W but de- 


priv d 
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A Lotter to a Bren, &. i ö 
priyd f their Biſhopriths , for they having ac 
cepted. Commiſſions by: hh they held their Sees es 

only: during, the Ring e Pleaſure, they might well 

be. "Ag 4, by 'a Sentence of the Delegates : But 

had they been to be deposd , and thruſt. from 

their Order, it muſt bar "been doe by a Synod of 
Biſhops. Hiſt. Reform. Vol. 2. f. Pas 391, 

0 


If the Inſtance dere o his gage Gute : 
on may be ſufficient to ſatisfie your Lordſhip, 
chat our Engliſ Reformation in Point of Church 
I Authoriy, is neither ſo perfect as it might be, 

I nor as our Anceſtors intended it ſhould be, 1 . 

. hope we may be pardon d if once in our 051 
ive humbly ask for a thorough. Reformation. 
I Our Adverſaries have often clamour d againſt 

us that way, but when ever they gain d their 
Point, we find they reform d us always in a 
Milicary ſenſe, not by improving, but breaking 
our Conſtitution It is not difficult to account for 
this Imperfection 1 in the Beginning of our Refor- 
mation. For that Convocation which: made the 
Act of Submilfion: That Act which has 2759 
„ Ince ty che Hands of the Clergy, and muſt 

» do: ſo till t Government ſhall think fit to re- 
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leaſe them, was a Popiſh Convocation, and were 
ſo obſtinate, that tho they ſubmitted to ſave their ' 
Perſons and Eſtates from a Præmunire, yet did 
they ſuffer the Power to be wreſted out of their 
Hands, rather than they would themſelves Re- 


form We”. 


Bur yet ſince the Government has not been ſo 

| fortunate as hitherto to meet with the right mea- 
ſures of curing this Imperfection, ſince hitherto 
the Commiſſion of 3 2. has been ineffectual, and 
the High Commiſſion grew ſo exorbitant, as to 
become a publick complaint and grievance to _ 
the Nation, give me leave again to ſuggeſt it to 
your Lordſhip that ſince the Government I hope 
is well ſatisfy d that all real fears of Popery from 
the Engliſh Clergy are over, ſince their skill and 
courage, their integrity and ability have been more 
than once ſucceſsfully try d in the cauſe of Re- 
formation againſt thoſe Enemies: The true 
Church of England by Repreſentation, the Sa- 
cred Synod of this Nation might well deſerve 
to be permitted to finiſh what tis plain our An- 


ceſtors aim'd at and intended, the Reformation 


.of the Eccleſiaſtical Law. The want of which 
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againſt their” meeting, by unworthily repre e 


ing them as men of ſuch Tempers as would on- 

ly run their Debates into Perſonal Heats and 

Quarrels amongſt themſelves 855 Ot however the 
nl! 


$6f ſome Per- 
ſons may ſuggeſt ſuch weak thoughts to them; 


5 yev.[: and Ch c HoOorH“ip has a better | 
opinion of the Body of the Eugbij Clergy, than 


to think herr Ane the opportunity of 
ſo publick H to any private Animoſities, 
b 


elieve the Government has more 


days, to think — Sufficient oak Wee. for 


ds ane he 
Lite. Aid w_ 


ſũch xn ings : 


Bur to end your Lordſhip 8 . A my 7 
own, and to ſarisfifyotgfLorfſhifFou will not 


be alone in endeavouring to reſtore the Li 


of our Synod, in order to Finiſh our "rapid 15 
tion; I ſhalt-conclude with a OW wing of 
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Agreeable to All Antiquity. 
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etter to 4 Peer, 
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he preſent Biſhop of Sarum in his Obſervations 
on the firſt Apoſtol. Can. p. 37. as it was Printed 
at Glaſgow 167 3, All who deſire the Reſtitution 0j 
Church Diſcipline think, that the erecting of Pro- 
vincial Synods , and giving the Power of Electing 
Biſhops to them, is both the beſt Method, and moſt. 


nd ſo Subſcribe my 
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2 rdſhip's moſt Obedient and 5 
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omble- Servant, 8 0 . 


